Castelli d'Ttalia natural colors

The visual collection

The "Castelli d'Italia" definitive series consist of 37 stamps and is therefore the largest ordinary
Italian definitive one. This number of values was determined by the long period of use and so by
the issue of further values, adapting to the new postal rates. The issuance period begins in 1980
and ends in 1997. In addition, 14 values have been produced, on coil, for vending machines. More
over, additional four stamps (200-250-300 and 450 Lire value) were officially re-printed lately, in
the nineties, (1994) using the rotogravure system. During the entire production period, many
reprints of almost all values were made, using the same printing method but not identical colors,
so for this definitive series the colors differences are remarkable.

Colors as a centuries-old philatelic history problem

This collection shows for the first time ever, the natural colors that belongs to “Castelli d'Ttalia”
stamps set. Not only tones and shades are listed and coded but also some important colors
features. All the stamps came from a careful selection giving me the ability to describe their peculi-
arity in the best possible way. Envelopes were chosen for the rarity of stamps used on them, all
items anyway were selected to represent the true colors and their use. Not only based on Italian
philatelic specialized catalogues but also and above all from my research, analyzing more than 3
millions of Castelli stamps here you will see both well known varieties and unavoidably, unreleased
and unknown new features.

During the long resarch on Castelli's colors, I could not avoid thinking about the IV Sardinia series,
the most collected one, precisely because of the color varieties that are being discovered from time
to time. Although almost two centuries have passed since its birth and distribution, the 1V Sardinia
series still fascinates many collectors.

I hope the same will happen to the Castelli series to which many shades belong in despite that
printing methods and colors production are so different nowadays.
The phenomenon has again expressed itself in a striking way.

As an Italian stamps collector I started to make specialization studies on Italian Republic stamps
about 20 years ago, “Castelli d'Italia” series took all my passion and my time in the last 7 years.
Involved in many philatelic Italian clubs as AFIS, CIFO, UFS and USFI, I've been writing many
articles and a book which is the completion of all my Castelli's research. To be able in color coding
I've been studying all the color scales, from Pantone to Munsell method, the RGB system, the
CYMK system including the Stanley Gibbons color scale. Last but not least I also practiced altera-
tion on stamps using different kind of acids, developing the knowledge to recognise an adulterated
color from a genuine one.

Collection’s plan

Cap.I All the natural colors of Castelli definitive series p. 2-64
Cap.II The Castelli's colors analogies p. 65-66
Cap.IlI The Castelli's colors infiltrations p. 67-76
Cap.lv Castelli printed on “colored paper” p. 77-80
Cap.V Colors on the back side p. 81-82
Cap.VI Luminescent colors p. 83-84
Cap.VII Fluorescent colors on back side p. 85-86
Cap.VIII Castelli on coil peculiarity p. 87-88
Cap.IX .Evanescent colors p. 89-94
Cap. X Missed colors excess colors p. 95-112
Cap. XI Fake and manipulated colors p. 113-114
Cap. XII Misplaced colors p. 115-120

Example of many shades belonging to 10 Cent. IV Sardinia series
and shades of 150 Lire Castelli’s series

Viewing the collection - guide
See under white cold light
If some pieces look the same, compare sky, backgroud and castle colors, you will se the difference
Catalogue numbers used are “Sassone Specializzazioni” ones

Rarity and not common (NC) pieces are reported in red




Chapter I - The Castelli’s natural colors and their coding

5 Lire. Castel Sant’Angelo, Roma. Rotogravure printing - Goebel 2 colors, brownish red - azure 10 Lire. Castello Sforzesco, Milano. Rotogravure printing - Goebel 2 colors, ochre - brown

Colors description order: Background, sky, castle Colors description order: Background, text, sky and castle*

Dark brown chocolate Dark brown Yellowish brown Yellowish brown Brown chocolate

50““’;;'5: red Light b"B"l‘u"’g*Sh red Orange ocher Orange Light orange Light orange Orange
*Gray brown *Yellowish brown *Gra *Greyish white -/ NC
Dark plnk Purplish pink g L e SgecRn

Yellowish olive brown Umber nght ollve brown Light brown chocolate

Ocher Orange yellow Yellow corn Pure orange
*Graylsh ochre *Dark gray *Greyish yellow NC *Grayish ochre
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16 pleces of 5 Lire A1 color - 1986 letter In rate 530 Lire, 8 pleces of 10 Lire In four different colors, 1) BY - 2) B8 - 3) B7 4) B3, unique one
Over franked of 20 Lire, 1992 taxed letter the Slracusana ones where no more In use,
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Chapter I - The Castelli’s natural colors and their coding

20 Lire. Castel del Monte Andria, Bari. Rotogravure printing - Goebel 2 colors, intense blue - sepia

Colors description order: Background, hill/castle, sky*
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Sepia olive Sepla Dark sepia Purplish browi 24
Light bistre olive - Bistre olive Dark bistre olive Brownish orange - ik
*Slate gray NC *Slate gray *Light blue steel *Blue steel B i
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15 copies of 20 Lire in two different colors 1) C8 2) C4
1986 letter in rate 550 Lire.
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Light purple brown Dark chocolate o~
Reddish brown Rosy vermilion Reddish brown - A i
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Casella Postale 61

VAEI-RGMA

Reddish brown Light brown chocolate
Light reddish brown Light rosy brown

*Gray blue *Graylsh blue NC

Reddish brown
Light reddish brown
*Blued slate NC

20051 LIMBIATE MI

1 copy of 20 Lire In Its €1 color
1990 letter In rate 750 Lire,




Chapter 1 - The Castelli’s natural colors and their coding
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2001 big envelope, in rate 1500 Lire, from/to Moggio Udinese (UD)
Blocks of 120 Lire in C1 and C6 shades.



30 Lire. Castello De L'Aquila. Rotogravure printing - Goebel 2 colors, blue - yellow

Colors description order: Background, sky

D1 D2 D3 D4

Purple indigo Dark indigo Dark greenish cobalt

Strong orange Orange Light orange QOrange yellow
NC

Greenish cobalt Blackish indigo

Pastel orange yellow Pastel orange
NC

New 30 Lire in Its color D2 considered a varlety (Sassone 1121Ah)
The same copy on acknowledgment of receipt, in express rate 300 Lire,

Cobalt ultramarine dark

Chapter I - The Castelli’s natural colors and their coding

40 Lire. Castello di Ursino, Catania. Rotogravure printing - Goebel 2 colors, emerald green - brown

Colors description order: Background, castle

E2

Deep blue green Olive green Olive green Gray blue green
Light brown red Brown red Light brown red Brown red

 Greyish olive green Gray blue green ~ Bright deep green

Brick brown red ; Brick brown red Light brown red
NC
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Two mint block of four in thelr E2 and E4 colors,




Chapter I - The Castelli’s natural colors and their coding

50 Lire. Rocca di Calascio, I'Aquila. Rotogravure printing - Goebel 4 colors process

Colors description order: Background, castle, sky*
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Orange ocher : Orange yellow Ochre orange Dark mustard yellow Orange ochre T et
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Turquoise green Deep turquoise Turquolse Light turquolse green
Light sulfur yellow Light sulfur yellow Olive lemon yellow Light ochre yellow
*Sulfur yellow 1123Ab *Sulfur yellow NC *Yellowish turquolse *Rosy yellow NC
F8 F10 Fil

RTS ROMA E.YANOELLI IAESAONA
cercccerecrcbcpc e 7

ercerecorerederrriecroccececeoe0c e S

(]
"
"
i
(s
(3
0
.
e
'3
e
r
€
L3
3
J
¢
3
I3
v
*
i
¢
e
I3
¢
b
e
P
v
3
&
o
A
-«
r
3
v
*
v
0
(3
.
4
3
v
3
(]
(3
o
13
v
3
(3
°
&
3
"
°
¢
i
r
s
"
:
¢
0
0
'3
v
0
°
¢
4
©
v
0
0
0
3
0
i
0
v
7]
e
0]
¢
e
(
v
°
(3
©
©
3
v
3
v
[
i
¢
v
€
f
'
&
r

3
v
.14
.
v
i€
3
7
i
r
¢
r
°
Hip
e
iy
v
3
4
]
!
"
.
i
.
o
a
.
.
¢
A
.
¢
©
r
e
«
<
A
v
¢
¢
5
e
3
©
¢
c
r
¢
«
a0
¢
‘
¢
¢
¢
"
0
o
©
e
e
e
‘
r
e
r
‘
r
v
i
3
]
e
e
&
c
#
r
e
) -
v
0
0
r
r
v
¢
y
o
r
.
°
i
¢
e
e
f
e
e
¢
B
:
r
©
"
v
®

B s s A A A AR A R AR A AR I A AR A AN AN A A AR AR A AR AR AT I ANA RN AAAS AN AN AR AR AN AN AN AR A A A N AT AR AR S ANAS SR n AN YT A Y S AN AN A A A
AR A AR A NN AARA T AAA AR ARRAAS A NAT AN AR AR AN N R AR A AR An A s AT A e sy A

Dark turquoise Blue turquolse
Ochre orange Greenish bistre
: = . 2 IR —— *Rosy Ivory *Turquoise 1123Am
Turquoise Light turquoise green Deep turquolse Light blue
Light orange yellow Light orange yellow Orange ochre Very light sand

*Pale yellow *Green yellow NC *Light rosy Ivory *White NC



F14 Chapter I - The Castelli’s natural colors and their coding

Pure light blue
Lemon yellow
*Very clear yellow
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The copy of 50 Lire present on this envelope is considered a variety where red has totally missed
the passage of printing, in this case we have a very strong red evanescence. It is confirmed as such
because the red color appears at the bottom of the castle bases as indicated by the arrow.
1999 letter in rate
1123An Rarity
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é\ .

VIA MARBANICA 3¢

A mint two-colored block of four:
on the left specimens in F10 color,

on the right specimens in F8 color.
NC

24428 BERGAMO  ®c

1993 letter In rate 750 Lire, two 50 Lire pleces in their F2 and F3 colors,



Chapter I - The Castelli’s natural colors and their coding

70 Lire. Castello Aragonese, Reggio Calabria. Rotogravure printing - Goebel 4 colors process

60 Lire. Torre Normanna San Mauro Forte, Matera. Rotogravure printing - Goebel 2 colors, lilac - yellowish green
Colors description order: Background, sky, castle*

Colors description order: Upper background, lower backgroud, castle*

This specimen, like the 1400 Lire Castelli one, has a strong color difference between the upper and the lower background.
For this reason the background was coded in two shades, the up one and the low one precisely.

A A

LRLE-AOMA

Dark lilac

Amethyst Lilac
Dark blue Dark blue Blue Blue Blue
*Light gold NC *Light bronze NC *Light bronze

*Gold yellow *Bronze red

=l

Light rosy copper

Lt i

Dark copper

Copper
Vermilion Vermilion Vermilion
*Copper yellow *Yellowish clive green *Qlive yellow NC
H6
Light lilac
Light blue

*Very clear bronze Rare
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KB bencini
via a. bono cairoli 34
20127 milano

1994 registered letter in rate 3950 Lire, five 70 Lire copies in strip with partial evanescent print.

Comparing this strip with all the colors found on this piece you can notice a mixture of them all, the
first two are like H1 ecxept the green, the third one and the fifth one are bicolored and the forthy
one Is a color In Its onw right so here coded as H6

' 1125 Ab Rarity

1980 postcard in rate 120 Lire
Palr of 60 Lire In G2 color.



Chapter 1 - The Castelli’s natural colors and their coding

80 Lire. Castello di Sabbionara Avio, Trento. Rotogravure printing - Goebel 4 colors process

Colors description order: Background, castle, bush*

Bright pink Dark pink Magenta Pale pink

Light pinkish beige Light orange pastel Light pinkish beige Light sand Light sand yellow
*Some green tones *Some green tones *Green oll color *Green and little yellow *Many greens and yellow
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5 1986 post card in rate 450 Lire, the 80 Lire it it’s I1 tone
Uncommon cover franked in § colors (Castelli values only).
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Mint block of 20 values of 80 Lire shade I1.

As you can see the fourth piece starting from left has the color of the bush of a predominant
shade of green, which differs from the rest of the specimens; this is repeated throughout the vertical row
of the entire sheet, this is how the tone here encoded as the I3 is born
Another peculiarity of this block is the clearer sky on the specimens in the second row to the right.
1126 Ab Rarity
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Chapter I - The Castelli’s natural colors and their coding

90 Lire. Castello di Isola Capo Rizzuto, Crotone. Rotogravure printing - Goebel 4 colors process 100 Lire. Castello Aragonese Ischia, Napoli. Rotogravure printing - Goebel 4 colors process

Colors description order: Background, sky, castle* Colors description order: Background, sky, castle*

L1

M1 M2 M3 M4 M4a

(RZARORA

e s | T vellowigteen ) Coral orange Amaranth red Light orange Bright arange

Light pale orange
Dove blue Violet blue Light dove blue Blue Light smoke blue
Light blue Very light blue
*Golden yellow and gray *Lemon yellow and gray *Green beige NC *Pinkish yellow NC *Mustard yellow *Reddish ivory yellow *Light gold
M5 M6 M7 M7a M8

RS ok S e o amnaaten R e et

TTARO *

RRATO E VINI VENETI | N. g S des Ly B0 =5 I % Rust orange Rust orange

Vermilion orange Rust orange Scorched earth
: = Sons b | N \ O : €D)- ! Greyish pastel blue Light lilac Greyish lilac Lilac Smoke blue
E - ACQUE GASATE — A A > ; 3 e g *Brownish sand *Gold 1128Ae . *Pink skin 1128Ae *Gold *Beige yellow NC
q N.15 - TELEF. 40.392
ADSTA
&

Mi0 M1i2

Light amaranth red Light scorched earth Bright cadmium orange Coral orange
Light smoke blue Light turquolse Light slate Light blue
*Light sand *Ivory yellow *Sand yellow NC *Bright yvory yellow NC

1981 registered letter in rate 800 Lire, the 90 Lire in it's L2 tone.
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M11

Vermilion orange
Light lilac red
*Plnkish sand
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1988 express letter in rate 3700 Lire, three copies of 100 Lire in their not common tone M11
These specimens are the only ones known, the common variety in violet is the M7 one.
Moreover cover franked in 5 colors, Castelli value ontly,
1128Ae Rarity

Chapter I - The Castelli’s natural colors and their coding

CASTELLO.
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1984 letter in rate 400 Lire.
Pair on the left in shade M1 with 14X1314 perforation, the pair on the right in shade M4
with 131/4 x131/4 perforation and sea of different colors on the couple.
Rarity
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1983 postal card in rate 300 Lire. The speciment in it's not common tone M10,
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Chapter I - The Castelli’s natural colors and their coding

Goebel 2 colors intense blue - red orange
sky

Background,

ion order

ipti

Rotogravure printing
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Castello Estense, Ferrara.

120 Lire.
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Mouse gray
Intense salmon
1129Aa

Slate gray
Salmon
Velvet gray
Salmon
NC

Steel gray
Light salmon
Purplish gray
Light salmon

Dark slate gray
Salmon
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Mint blocks of 120 Lire with block perforation, first edition,
which already have two noticeable differences In color, listed here as N2 and N3,

SOENERLILELELLULLCLUEEELEOOCOETELEEDBHLNULGCOLLLLEEECN 6o e b5 0 e

Frerrreccrececerriceerececccorterencerr

Feerrerirrfcecoererecccocecroecoceceene

LO

E . FERAARA

CASTEL

ESTENS!

o iE YL

AMbho B<

()
z

\

R

Four color franked all Castelli values,

g1lg
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150 Lire. Castello Miramare di Trieste. Rotogravure printing - Goebel 4 colors process

Colors description order: Background, text and castle, sea and sky*

Dark olive bistre Cinnamon

Lilac blue Amethyst Greyish mauve
Orange fire Orange Orange
*Mustard *Greyish brown *Khaki
05 06 06a 07

Dark orange ochre Dark sepla Brownish sepia Ochre

Greylsh mauve Persia Indigo Persia indige Purple pervinckie
Geryish mauve Ochre orange Light sepla Orange yellow
*Bright khaki *Brown ochre *Light greyish sepia *Dark saffron

09 09a 010 011

Yellewish olive greel

Yellowish sepla Yellowish sepla Olive green

Purple lavender Persia indigo Pastel blue Pastel blue
Mustard Orange fire Maize yellow Maize yellow
*Mustard NC *Brown ochre *Light chrome yeliow NC *Lemon yellow NC

014

Orange ochre
Greyish mauve
Orange yellow

*Light ochre 1130Aa

Light sepia
Mauve
Malze yellow
*Chrome vellow 1130Ae

Yellowish clive gray
Purplish blue
Maize yellow

*Greylsh mals yellow

Olive sepia Qlive bistre Light yellowlsh ollve Light yellowish ollve
Purple pervinckle Purplish blue Light purplish pervinckle Light purplish pervinckle
Mustard yellow Mustard yellow Honey yellow Saffron yellow
*Mustard yellow *Light mustard yellow *Honey yellow NC *Dark saffron yellow NC

Chapter I - The Castelli’s natural colors and their coding
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blocks of 6 specimens in three different tones, respectively 03, 06 and 08,
To notice the colors of triangles on the edge of the sheet, not always the colors used for the prints
where the same, this is the reason why the various shades of color were generated.

Piece with 150 Lire in its 012 shade.



Chapter I - The Castelli’s natural colors and their coding
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M. 4926 Edizioni Hermess - Color

1983 picture postcard in rate 300 Lire. i
; il ; . 1988 post card over franked of 50 Lire.
Pair of 150 Lire in shade 02. Rare with block perforation. Two pieces in different colors, 03 and O1.
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20051 LIMBIATE MI

20422  YiLawno

1987 letter 600 Lire in rate.
Block of four in O1 shade,

1986 letter in rate 550 Lire.
150 Lire in shade 02. Uncommon cover franked in 7 colors, all Castelli values.



170 Lire. Castello di Ostia, Roma. Chalcographic and offset printing 2 colors, yellow - black

Colors description order: Background, sky

Dark olive green Olive green
Light saffron yellow Saffron yellow

Postal Market
20100 Milano
casella postale 3800

1980 letter 180 Lire in rate.
cA1 shade, first periodo used on its own.

Chapter I - The Castelli’s natural colors and their coding

180 Lire. Castel Gavone, Savona. Chalcographic and offset printing 2 colors, ultramarine - red

Colors description arder: Background, sky

cB1 cB2 cB3

Lilac purple

Purple indigo

Candy pink Intense violet pink Pale purple 1132Ab
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7471 Ediz. Lupis Giuseppe & Napolitano Vincenzo-Rip. Vietata

1982 picture postcard, 200 Lire in rate.
180 Lire in its cB2 shade.



200 Lire. Castello di Cerro al Volturno, Isernia. Chalcographic and offset printing 4 colors, brown - three colors offset

Colors description order: Background, sky, castle*

cCli

Red brown

Chocolate
Greyish green water Greyish green water Light acquamarine
*Deep red and green *Deep green and yellow *Balanced colors

Red brown Greyish brown Light brown

Light turquoise green Verylight turquolise green Very light gray
*Reddish brown *Red 1133Ad *Very light brown NC

Brown Light brown Intense brown

Verylight turquoise green Verylight turquolse green Light turquolse
*Sandy yellow *Greenish yellow *Plnky brown

Chapter I - The Castelli’s natural colors and their coding
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Mint block of four
Blue print missing in the background but slightly visible on the buildings and lower right.
¢C5 shade. Rare color,

Dolomiti - PASSO GARDENA m 2137
Dolomiten - GRODNERJOCH
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FOTO GHEDINA - 32043 Cortina d'Ampezzo
via verocai 45

A0A0O ToORING

Riproduzione vietata

1982 picture postcard, 200 Lire in rate.
Very rare specimen with the total absence of blue printing, ¢C6é shade



Chapter I - The Castelli’s natural colors and their coding

250 Lire. Rocca di Mondavio, Pesaro Urbino. Chalcographic and offset printing 4 colors, green - three colors offset 300 Lire. Castello Normanno Svevo di Bari. Chalcographic and offset printing 4 colors, red - three colors offset

Colors description order: Background, sky, castle* Colors description order: Background, sky, castle*

cD1 cD2 cb3 cD4 cE2 cE3

£ NARMANND 25y 73 ¢

o

Yellow green Deep yellow green Yellow green Olive green Light crimson red Dark antique red Light crimson red
Blue Blue Light cobalt Light cobalt Purplish blue Light blue Light blue
*Red predominant *Green predominant *Yellow predominant *Light brown *Crimson red 1135Ag *Orange yellow 1135Ab *Light sand
cD6 cD7 cD8 cE4 cE5 cE6
« SORTRELE Jaruang i w.u%#an'wmm < *‘fui‘s;‘-".'u'i‘:w VI A

i d

Light olive green Yellow green ‘ Light olive green Yellow green Light crimson red Light crimson red Light crimson red cE7
Very light cobalt Light cobalt Light cobalt Very light cobalt Lilac azure Purple mauve Blue Light crimson red
*Light green *Very light olive NC *Rosy yellow NC *Heavy red *Light rosy yellow *Crimson red NC *Pinkish amber NC Purple mauve

*Light rosy yellow

AMMINISTRAZIONE STABILI

Rag. A. D’AMBROSIO
Via Lessona, 2 - 20157 MILANO
Telefoni: 3551101 - 3573895

ZAGOTTO/VEZZOLI
c/o SANGALLI

Via XXV Aprile, 6

20020 CESATE (MI)

Casella Postale 61
20051 LIMBIATE MI

1992 letter 750 Lire In rate,
Same stamp two different colors, pair In €D and single In ¢DS shades. 1982 reglstered letter, 900 Lire In rate, 300 Lire and 600 Lire Castelll are rare in this combination.




Chapter 1 - The Castelli’s natural colors and their coding |

350 Lire. Castello di Mussomeli, Caltanissetta. Chalcographic printing 3 colors, blue - sepia - green

Colors description order: Background, castle, bush

Sapphire blue Light blue
Carmine red Light carmine Pinky vermllion
Olive green Light olive green Light mint green NC

cF6

Dove blue Sugar paper blue Slate gray

Brick vermilion Brown red Brown red
Light mint green Light mint green Olive green NC

Sugar paper blue Sugar paper blue Universe blue
Brown red Brick red Brick vermilion
Olive green Olive green Light mint green NC

380 Lire. Rocca di Vignola, Modena. Rotogravure printing - Goebel 4 colors process

Colors description order: Background, bush, castle*

P2 P3

Carmine Bright carmine Graylish carmine Light red venice
Light myrtle green Light myrtle green Grayish emerald green Pastel emerald green
*Dark yellowish bistre *Yellowish bistre *Yellowish bistre *Yellowish bistre NC
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1992 letter, 750 Lire in rate. 380 Lire in its P3 shade.
Uncommon cover franked in four colors, all Castelli values.




Chapter I - The Castelli’s natural colors and their coding
400 Lire. Castello dell'imperatore, Prato. Chalcographic printing 3 colors, green - blue - brown

Colors description order: Background, castle, soil

v cG10
Pty : A ] b Yellow green
| EARIEE R ore 2 A UFERATORE_PRAIO, I ? Grayish cobalt
cG1 cG2 cG3

Reddish brown

3
M
)(’

G %
by
e i
¢
é
]
Y
=g
b
&5
| 2§
' 4
"

;-' :;‘ ;
4
:
E
g
< ?1
Fern green Yellow green Bright yellow green IRTANGHR CaNgeL f’,
Grayish blue Graylsh blue Grayish blue Fong oo i b f,f‘i
Brown Nut brown 1137Ae Reddish brown 3
Piece with 400 Lire in two different colors, the first two pieces on the left are €G3 shade,
the third on the right is cG10 shade,

cG4 cG5
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Olive green

G VENDE 1ALE WOM %
i ._rl‘orﬂtflrrfr(rﬂr cecorcottoneror e :rfrl'rrrrrrrtfro.
b BATEHRwrone-paato 4@@ SETNES A0 © ASTEERuronern
Yellow green Light olive green
Grayish blue Ultramarine blue Grayish tourguoise
Purple brown Reddish brown NC Brick red NC

GASTELLOL. A
DELL'IMPERATORE - PRATO /]

FeREFCOPEFPETEEOE

@

Yellowish olive green

Mint block of 400 Lire with the "darker specimen"”
e Blghtllve gen
Light cobalt

carry-over variety, position 87 detected in a small
Dark emerald green
Cobalt Graylsh blue
Light nut brown Nut brown

part of the print run.
Dark brown

These two colors of the 400 Lire correspond to the
color c¢G7 for the laterals and ¢G8 for the
specimen in the center.

1137Ag




Chapter I - The Castelli’s natural colors and their coding
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Mint block of 400 Lire in ¢G8 shade.

2000 registered letter 5500 Lire In rate.
Mint block of 400 Lire with the "darker specimen" carry-over variety position 87, c¢G8 shade,
1137Ag Rarity



Chapter 1 - The Castelli’s natural colors and their coding

450 Lire. Castello di Bosa, Oristano. Chalcographic and offset printing 4 colors, blue - three colors offset

Colors description order: Background, bush, castle*

bl GENOVA

i i ‘ it ] e o Ter cH10a
Charcoal Charcoal Charcoal
Myrtle green Myrtle green Olive green I i |
*Pink NC *Predominantly pink *Tenuous pink Spett abile L(';Qrg'é:r;aer"cg:
Giulio Einpaudi Editore
Via J.Imbe'rto Biancamano 1 W SN | cH10b
o - I ' _ - b Light charcoal
y ; ; X ; | Green yellow

Torino *Yellowish Ivory

'ESPRESSO
(EXPRES)

Greyish cobalt Slate gray Light charcoal

Myrtle green Myrtle green Yellow green
*Pink *Pinkish ivary *Yellowish pink
1985 special delivery letter, 2450 Lire in rate.
Rare pair of 450 Lire with printing of red, green and yellow colors gradually evanescent. K
As we can see on the upper specimen, both the blue and green colors appear clearly visible, while the red is alre-
cH7 ady almost absent.

The speciment below, presents only the print of gray color and very light traces of blue, this phenomenon gave rise
to the castle called "slate castle".
1138Af - Very rare piece.

The same process is attributable to the 50 Lire presented on frame 6.

Greyish cobalt Slate gray Light charcoal
Light green Green yellow velled Green yellow
*Strong yellow *Saffron yellow 1138Ag *Yellowish Ivory 1138Ag



Chapter I - The Castelli’s natural colors and their coding

500 Lire. Castello di Rovereto, Trento. Chalcographic printing 3 colors, brown - blue - green

Colors description order: Background, castle, bush

i i
SRIEED B
‘

Brown

Gray light blue
e ks J E Olive green
Brick brown Light indian red Light indian red
Cobalt Grey blue Light blue cobalt
oli I . : i oo .
e Higreligran e Piece with block of 3 specimens that presents the peculiarity of a progressive color change.
It belongs to one of the very first runs and generates the specimens listed here as cI4 and cI11.

ci4 cI5 cl6 cIz7

Milky brick red Dark brown Chocolate Light chocolate

Milky acquamarine Purplish blue Purplish blue Greenish cobalt
Olive green NC Bright green Yellowish olive green Light olive green

Brick red Brick brown

Cobalt Light cobalt Milky cobalt
Olive green NC Ollve green Yellowish olive green

1987 registered letter 2800 Lire in rate.
Values of 500 Lire in different shades, the first cI2 the next three cI5.




\J Chapter I - The Castelli’s natural colors and their coding

550 Lire. Castello di Rocca di Sinibalda, Rieti. Rotogravure printing - Goebel 4 colors process

Colors description order: Background, mountain, sky*

Pinkish suede Amber salmon Light olive bistre Yellowish peach Light pink peach

Cobalt Grey blue Light blue cobalt Grey blue Light blue cobalt
*Qrange 1140Ag *Orange *Qrange *Yellow 1140Ae *Yellowlish orange
Q6 Qs Q9 Q9%a

Clive yellow lemon Lemon yellow Light apricot Pink apricot Sandy apricot

Grey blue Light blue cobalt Grey blue Light blue cobalt Greylsh blue
*Pale yellow 1140Al *Qrange yellow NC *Orange *Qrange *Orange

Q10 Q11 Q12 Q13 Q14

Apricot Candy pink Antique pink Very pale pink Dark sand

Cobalt Grey blue Light blue cobalt Grey blue Light blue cobalt
*Qrange NC *Qrange yellow *QOrange *QOrange NC *Orange
Q15 Q15a

1993 registered letter, 3950 Lire in rate simple fee charged to the recipient, uncommon.

Bright sand Greylsh suede Light graylsh olive green i
by ey bl ot Block of 7 pieces of 550 Lire in Q8 shade.

*Orange *Orange *Yellow NC




Chapter I - The Castelli’s natural colors and their coding

600 Lire. Castello Scaligero di Sirmione, Brescia. Chalcographic and offset printing 2 colors, black - emerald green

Colors description order: Background, castle

cL2

Slate Charcoal gray

Slate
Light turguoise green Turquoise green Pastel blue
NC
clL4 cL5

1990 registered letter 3500 Lire in rate.
Interesting 600 Lire block with very pale azure, €L5 shade. Rare.

Greenish gray Light charcoal Petrol green
Caledon green Very light blue Pastel blue
NC

NC

BRI Sy -

&

Indro  MONTANELLI

Via G, Negri,4

Piece with 600 Lire in its cL1 shade.

1987 letter 4400 Lire in rate,-incorrectly referred as insured letter, uncommon. 600 Lire in cL.3 shade.



650 Lire. Castello di Montecchio Castiglion Fiorentino, Arezzo. Rotogravure printing - Goebel 4 colors process

Crimson red
Dark emerald green
*Yellow green

Orange red
Grayish emerald
*Apple green

Coral red
Ollye green
*Intense apple green

Colors description order: Background, bush, sky*

Vermillion red
Dark green
*Light mustard

Dark emerald green
*Yellow green

Coral red
Olive green
*Yellow NC

Carmine red
Emerald green
*Yellow green

R7

TR T O
Light red
Green flag
*Intense apple green

Bright coral
Forest green
*Bright green yellow

Vermillion red
Dark green
*Qlive yellow

Blood red
Grayish myrtle green
*Lemon yellow

E

i

i
I
#
7!
Milky coral
Dark olive green
*Deep yellow

Chapter I - The Castelli’s natural colors and their coding

R13 R14 R15 R16

Bright red

Persian red Brick red
Dark flag green Grayish emerald . Grayish emerald Myrtle green
*Light apple green *Light apple green *Yellow NC *Bright apple green

R18

HTALIA

L WRES-AOMA
Dark orange red Crimson red
Greyish emerald NC Dark green
*Very bright apple green *Greenish mustard
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Piece of a traveling envelope with destination Santo Domingo.
Two specimens of different colors in shades R7 and R11.
"Recycled" ones previously canceled.



Chapter I - The Castelli’s natural colors and their coding

700 Lire. Castello di Ivrea. Chalcographic and offset printing 4 colors, purple - three colors offset

CASTEL| i
EASTEELD D

Colors description order: Background, bush, castle*

cM1 cM3 cM4

FUTTTTT e YT T
| CASTELLO O ¥
W vEEA

T —
LASTELLG DI

Dark lavender Lilac purple Lilac purple Amethyst

& i || Firgld s ' R . [SE\/E RAL]

)
Casella Postale 61
20051 LIMBIATE

cM7 cM8

1988 special delivery letter 3050 Lire in rate,
Block of four 700 Lire in their cM4 shade.

Lilac purple Lilac purple Lilac purple Lilac purple

} Bright green Olive green Olive green Emerald green
*Pale yellow NC *Pinky yellow *QOrange yellow *Sand NC

cM9

(SEVERAL)

Casella Postale 61

= N

P8 = L '._._."1'::”] -.'.;, LG Uad
Lilac purple Dark amethyst Dark amethyst

Emerald green Emerald green Emerald green Greenish tourquolse
*Yellow *Lemon yellow 1142aF *Rosy ochre *Pale yellow NC L I M B I AT E M I

Lilac purple

1992 letter, 1850 Lire In rate,
700 Lire couple In thelr eM5 shade,




Chapter I - The Castelli’s natural colors and their coding
750 Lire. Rocca di Urbisaglia, Macerata. Chalcographic printing 3 colors, blue - brown - green

Colors description order: Background, bush, castle

cN2 CcN3

i o
| o
| ! £ iJ
| RS

y ; 3 o
Light cobalt Cobalt blue Blue Petrol blue . =
Brick brown Brown NC Chocolate Brick brown o il f;,
Camouflage green Dark camouflage green Emerald green Emerald green Cer = 5-1
L O
'] .—;{ 1
Bl
£ E ¥
s
A
& &
By SR

cN5 cNG6 cN7

cN8

.

Night blue

Pastel blue Bright blue
Brown Rust red Chocolate Brown
Bright green Bright green NC Bright green Veronese green

&

Light milky cobalt
Brown

Light cobalt Cobalt
Chocolate Brick brown Chacolate
Veronese green Light jade green NC Light jade green

Light jade green

1995 speclal dellvery letter, 5100 Lire In rate,
Three piece of 750 Lire in thelr ¢N4 and one In €N3 shades,



Chapter I - The Castelli's natural colors and their coding

800 Lire. Rocca Maggiore Assisi, Perugia. Chalcographic printing 3 colors, red - brown - green 850 Lire. Castello di Arechi, Salerno. Rotogravure printing - Goebel 4 colors process

Colors description order: Background, castle, soil Colors description order: Background, castle*

Purplish red Heavy pink Pink Purplish red Heavy pinkd Bright blue Blue Pastel blue Blue

Brown chocolate Brown Purplish brown Brick red Light brick red *Pinkish slate *Amber slate *Yellowish slate *Yellowish slate
*Light myrtle green *Light jade green *Bright green *Myrtle green NC *Light jade green

‘m mwﬁﬁg&ﬁéaﬁin c{an.
alilei n, 8 Tel 295336

11879050839-8

1982 parcel bullettin, 800 Lire In rate . 1991 registered letter, 5700 Lire In rate,
psoo Lire In its cO3 shade, . Couple of 850 Lire lr’t thelr 81 shade,



900 Lire. Castello di Saint-Pierre, Aosta. Chalcographic printing 4 colors, black - brown - green - yellow

Colors description order: Background, castle, soil

cP3 cP4

Purplish red Heavy pink
Brown chocolate

Pink Purplish red
Brown Purplish brown Brick red
*Light myrtle green *Light jade green NC *Bright green *Myrtle green

cP7

IBLZ FOMA

Heavy pink

Purplish red
Brown Purplish brown Brick red
*Light jade green *Bright green *Myrtle green NC
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Data e firma per ricevuta
del destinatario

1988 parcel bullettin, 1800 Lire In rate .
Couple of 900 Lire in different shades, eP2 and cP4,

Chapter 1 - The Castelli’s natural colors and their coding

1000 Lire. Castello di Montagnana, Padova. Chalcographic printing 4 colors, ultramarine blue - black - green - crange

Colors description order: Background, soil

Bright coppery red Bright coppery red
Bright green

Graysh antique pink Purplish pink Purplish pink
Slate green Greenish gray Dark emerald Emerald
NC

Pinkish amber Pinkish khaki
Camouflage green

Orange coppery Pinkish sand
Light dark emerald Dark emerald Yellow geen
NC NC NC
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Piece with 1000 Lire in its uncommon shade cQ4.



Chapter I - The Castelli’s natural colors and their coding

1400 Lire. Castello Caldoresco Vasto, Chieti. Chalcographic printing 3 colors, ultramarine blue - mauve violet - terra di Siena

Colors description order: Upper background, castle, lower backgoud

GABIZLLD
B GALCORESCO.

y O : i e 0O REPRESS|ONME FROD Pt_erIIsh ultramarine Purplish ultramérlne Dark blue
Rhﬁ . Smbb‘@ Le S ER\“ Zl Q REP&ESSI QﬁE F&@B I Bright terra di Siena Bright terra di Siena Bright terra di Siena
5 » e Mauve violet Brownish mauve NC Mauve violet

Via Valperga Caluso, 30

valtas - Tom MR

1981 registered letter 3300 Lire in rate.
Block of three 1000 Lire in their uncommon ¢Q3 shade.
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[SEVERAL)
Casella Postale 61
20051 LIMBIATE MI

>t NORBI

- 1987 reglistered letter, 3400 Lire In rate,
1994 registered letter, 3950 Lire in rate. 1400 Lire couple In thelr cR2 shade,

1000 Lire couple In thelr cQ8 shade,



200 Lire. Castello di Cerro al Volturno, Isernia. Rotogravure re-printing 4 colors, yellow - magenta - cyan - brown

Colors description order: Background, sky, castle*

Chocolate ' Chocolate Chocolate Soft brown Chocolate

Ultramarine blue Ultramarine blue Light ultramarine blue Light acquamarine Turquoise green
*Sheer green *Mostly red *Yeliowish green *Light brown *Strong green

250 Lire. Rocca di Mondavio, PesaroUrbino. Rotogravure re-printing 4 colors, yellow - magenta - cyan - green

Colors description order: Background, sky, castle*

Emerald green Veronese green

Pastel blue Pastel blue
*Qrange *Brownish orange

Chapter I - The Castelli’s natural colors and their coding

300 Lire. Castello normanno Svevo Bari. Rotogravure re-printing 4 colors, yellow - magenta - cyan - wine red

Colors description order: Background, sky, castle*

seCl seC2

Fuchsia pink Light fuchsia pink

Blue Lilac blue
*Mustard yellow *Greenish mustardyellow

450 Lire. Castello di Bosa, Oristano. Rotogravure re-printing 4 colors, yellow - magenta - cyan - blue

Colors description order: Background, sky, castle*

seD1 seD3

Blueish charcoal Smoky gray Slate gray Sugar paper blue
Pastel blue Pastel blue Bright blue Light blue
*Qrange *Yellow *Red *Graylsh NC



seB2

Rotogravure re-printing 200 Lire wrongly printed using 450 Lire colors.
Only part of one sheet found in a post office. 1133A Aa Very rare.

VALENTING TRESED2:
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20056 TRE220 Suce AMPA /)1:)

EmmeBi

RHLANOTTE

20031 Cesano Maderno/Milana - ltaly
Via Monteverdi, 28

tel. 0362/602296-562274

telatax 0362/500602

Chapter I - The Castelli’s natural colors and their coding

VALENTING TRES ¢SS
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1995 printed matter big mv.olm franked with tha 200 Lire rotogravure with wrong colors,
Part of the sheet found In & post wan already been used by employee to send correspondence,
On the left the entire envelope plcture, Rarity

&



Chapter 11 - The Castelli’s colors analogies

During their long life, accidentally some Castelli pieces have become uniform in color.
Here specimens found whit strong color analogies.

20 Lire and 150 Lire made similar
by their background color

20 Lire and 150 Lire as they should be

100 Lire and 650 Lire made similar
by their background color

100 Lire and 650 Lire as they should be

1994 registered letter, 3950 Lire in rate.
250 Lire and 400 Lire printed with the same green color.

1990 letter, 700 Lire In rate.
550 Lire and 150 Lire with the analog backgroud color even If in lighter and deeper tone,




Chapter III - 7The Castelli’s color infiltrations

Color infiltrations in chalcographic printed Castell.
A phenomenon that can occur during the printing of chalcographic stamps is the color infiltration. This "accident" creates valuable occasional varieties that make the study of this series even more interesting.
Here are some unexpected finds.

.
i
c

Blue infiltration
on the lower part
of the hill

Green Infiltration
In a shape
of a christmas tree NC

Brown infiltration
up left and green spots
on the hill NC

Brown infiltration
up right up left
NC NC

Blue infiltration
on the top of the castle

Green Infiltration

@aAsmAnSaaaaAAAAnNaIRdAANAAAAaAAANAn AR

Green, heavy infiltration
Very rare
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400 Lire

Brown Infiltration

Brown infiltration

Brown drops Infiltration

Brown Infiltration Blue Infiltration on

Blue inflitration on the

iy

Green infiltration on the Green infiltration
3 —on the wall of the castle on all the leftside ~down left down left the left side left and on all the fence brick wall and blue on on the brick wall
NC NC the fence

Applica qui il tagliando di contn:ﬁ;_—llesam..
di BIO PRESTO FORZA BUONA

TAGLIANDO DI CONTROLLO
: FUSTINO

CANALE 5

PENTATLON

Casella postale 5
20090 SEGRATE (Ml)

OISO

tE D’ORO
ATTI

v Promotional
postale 1516
JLANO

450 Lire
A phenomenon not easy to explain.

Few pieces of 400 Lire (4 known at the
moment), where found with orange color on
behalf of green.

My supposition is that during the process of
printing, a tank containing orange was topped
up with green.

This accident gave birth to this very
particular specimen,
Very rare,

Red Infiltration
on the green

Yellow Inflltration
on the sky
NC
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Brown Infiltration Brown Inflltration Blue infiltration
on both tower roofs on the tree down left
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Chapter 111- The Castelli’s color infiltrations

Green inflltration I Blue. infiltration .
on the bottom side on the upper and left side

As AN aAamamAAANAaATAN AT R AA S

AL R AL L Lt Ul b o

CASTELL
ROVERE:

Mint block with all the three colors used to | =
print the stamp (brown, green and blue) | -
present a halo.

This happened during the printing process
because the paper dragging rollers where dirty. |
‘. The doctor blade was not able to clean it. = =

{ Not common.

; cASTELLD D
v ERETO

Mint block of three with massive infiltration of green on the first stamp to the left.
1139 Ah Very rare

......

CASTELL 1]
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1993 printed matter letter, 500 Lire in rate.

Specimen presentig half of its backgroud in
green instead of brown.
1139 Ah Very rare.

1990 registered letter, 4300 Lire in rate,

The three 500 Lire pleces with blue and green
shades In the part that should have been white,
Not commaon,

i

CASTEL
ROVERER O
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Casella Postale 61
20051 LIMBIATE MI
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Mint block of six with “tears” of blue, not commaon,




750 Lire

Brown Inflltration
on the left side
and an the bush NC

Green infiltration on the right wall of the castle
NE— Present on the three pieces on the right side
Green Infiltration
on the lower part
of the castle NC

Blue infiltration Brown Infiltration
on the top of on the sky
castle towers NC

Blue Infiltration

Blue Infiltration
on the lower side down left
Very rare

Vary rare

Green Infiltration
on the castle towers
NC

Blue infiltration
on the highter
castle tower

Brown infiltration
on the upper side
Very rare

Blue Infiltration
on the whole lower side
Very rare

Chapter I11- The Castelli’s color infiltrations

1996 letter, 750 Lire in rate.
Specimen with large brown infiltration on the upper side.
Not Common
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L EloRMALE
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(cano

_ 1990 letter, 750 Lire In rate,
Specimen spotted with the three same color used to print it (see 500 Lire block),




Chapter III- The Castelli’s color infiltrations

800 Lire

ROCCA MAGGIORE

CREEREEEE LR ER LR LR

Green Infiltration

Brown infiltration Brown infiltration on the left plece Brown infiltration Brown Infiltration Green Infiltration on the hill Green Infiltration - Green Infiltration " Red Infitration

on the green from top to bottom u down left
pper right on the whole green NC on the upper side on little towers on the top of towers
+ red top on towers NC Rare NC NC 5 “purple rain” at right d

1998 letter, 800 Lire in rate.
Specimen with heavy green infiltration on the castle.
Very rare.

900 Lire

Club 1 Diapason

Via Parigi, 16
40121 BOLOGNA

Green Infiltration on the wall in front of the castle
wich appears on all the six pieces
NC
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¢ : ; Z Brown Infiltration Br °‘Z“ '"”:"";tm"‘ Brown Inflitration
up Hight and on the tree own e up right

Very rare

Mint block of §, sheet first row, the specimen on the right with brown Infiltration on the hill
NC



1000 Lire

Blue infiltration
down, under ITALIA

1400 Lire

Bloc

Mauve infiltration Blue Infiltration

Heavy blue infiltration Black Infiltration on the

on the upper side green at right
NC NC

at the base of on the top of the castle
the castle at right

‘Casrelio
CALDGRESCO. V.

TAnAAAAAAnAaAnasasy

k of four with the second specimen presenting a massive blue inflltration
on a big part of the castle,
Very rare

Green Infiltration
on the right castle wall

Black Inflitration
down left

Black infiltration on the

whole green

Orange infiltration
on the green
“flowery meadow”

Chapter I11- The Castelli’s color infiltrations

Orange infiltration
on the wall at right
NC

Orange Inflltration
on the tunnel at left
NC

1984 registered letter, 1950 Lire in rate,
Specimen with mauve Infiltration at the base of the castle.

Orange Infiltration
at the top of the tower
NC




Chapter 1V - Castelli printed on "colored paper”

Colored paper for stamp printing does not exist in Italy. When the paper is colored is because the paper feed roller or the print roller are dirty of color. That's why a veil of this color is left on part of it or on its entire surface.
The veil of color has to be exactly as one of the colors used during the printing, otherwise it's not a natural variety. Here are the values with this characteristic.

300 on red 380 on magenta “

30 on yellow 100 on orange 170 on yellow 200 on brown

TALILAS

R A S RS I P it R B

" e gen 450 on blue 450 on red 650 on yellow

700 on purple

750 on blue 900 on yellow

100 Lire on orange



Chapter IV - Castelli printed on "colored paper”

PADOVA - Piazza del Santo
Monumento al Gattamelata - Donatello 1447
Monument du Gattamelata - Donatello 1447
Monument of Gattamelata - Donat -
* Gattamelata- Denkmal - Donatello 1447

' Mo, el

___________________ ’ e e i e

o0 JALIAY) -’/ﬂ, ) :

KINA ITALIA - Mifana - Htaly - Riproduzione vietata m)

2u dessous do cotte ligns - Bitta nicht unterhalb dissor linte schrefben - N ssoribir dabajo da e=ta raya

J6 17

Ed. Me?gaggero di S. Antonio - Padova p
Prop. Ris. - Rip. Vietata

N

Non scrivera al di sotto di qussta riga - Do not write bolow this line - Ne pas scrire

For JE AL B T

600 Lire on dirty paper

200 Lire on brown, so evident that can be exchange for a joined paper specimen NC

|
PERIODIA HounameR|

EneRe0 0 A 1DEA.
CASELA ToSTOLE

AOBE8- 90485
HILAN O

NAPOLI

Castel dell'Ovo
~Chatean dell' Ovy

Dell'Ovo castle

Dell'Ovo SchloR

( ADDRESS

e C[Lw&auabg'%ueo(,d‘s

,,Uj_u,,@&_&ﬂlt_éé ___________________

Jol2t SHR|
Interdipress - Via Galileo Ferftis, 132

)
N Tel. 7349435 PBX - Napoli KINA FTALIA < Milans - italy - Riprodusione vietata

Non scrivara al di sotto di questa riga - Do nat write balow this line - No pas é¢ri)
_‘Z-z,g

e au dessous de cetto ligne - Bitte nicht untarhalb diesor linie schreiben - No escribir dabajo de esta raya

650 Lire on dirty paper

750 Lire on brown




Chapter V - Colors on the back

From Giovanni Riggi di Numana and Giovanni Martina studies, this phenomenon is not described as a set-off but as "color passed on the back". Their supposition is vinyl or aniline ink was used, which being more liquid is absorbed by the
paper. In truth it is not known with certainty how this could happen. I have discovered other values with the same characteristic shown here, including the 350 Lire which was produced with chalcographic printing.
The 10 and 50 Lire are presenting a transfer of color from the piece glued to them due to fresh and still wet ink.

Specimens with printing color
passed on their back side.

. 50, 80, 100, 380 and 650 Lire

Specimens with transfer color due to
the contact of the sheets with fresh ink

The only line-engraved specimen found with color on the back is the 350 Lire.

&



Chapter VI - Luminescent colors

I found some values of 100 Lire which present a particular color of red in the light of Wood. Riggi di Numana's studies on luminescence have been useful to me but have not solved my question,
also for castles the luminescent inks? Or, are we facing to phosphorescent inks?
One thing is sure, this was unknown before my discovery and the values of castles that show this characteristic are very few, this phenomenon is also present on the values of 150, 550 and 800 Lire.
To understand better what I'm talking about, I show you a couple of values from the past, such as the famous 10 Lire Siracusana and the less known 50 Centesimi "Parmeggiani”.

Siracusana 10 Lire not fluorescent and 10 Lire with luminescent ink,

the same example for the 50 Cent. Parmeggiani

150 Lire, normal reaction under the Wood light, and yellow luminescence color

800 Lire, normal reaction under the Wood light, and red I type luminescence color

500 Lire, normal reaction under the Wood light, and apricot luminescence color

ROGR, MAcoloRE

100 Lire, IV type of red luminescence

TYARBFILH
seecEoTEE

800 Lire, IT and III type luminescence colors




Chapter VII - Fluorescent colors on back side

Another interesting and unique recent discovery is about fluorescent colors on the back, only on Castelli’s series. As far as we konw it’s the first kind variety exsisting all over the world.
The values of 900 and 1000 Lire proved to be very common, the 350 and 750 less common, difficult to find the 400 the 500 the 600 the 700 and the 800 Lire.
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400 Lire present a heavy blue fluorescence visible also observing the front of the stamp under the wood light.
500 Lire black fluorescence is noticeable only on the back of the stamp.
Also for the 600, 700, 750 and 800 Lire specimens, black luminescence color is noticeable on the back only .
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For 900 and 1000 Lire the black heavy fluorecence is
Noticeable both on the font and back side of stamps.
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The 350 Lire has the black fluorescence of the upper triangles in its background,
Black fluorescence cannot be identified by looking at it from the front,




Chapter VIII- Castelli on coil peculiarity

Although this emission does not offer much in terms of colors, surprisingly shows different values with ink fluorescence on the back. Here are shown all the values so far discovered, both for colors and fluorescence.

i csnsanasasaanites
Heeannssenssesnnan

200 Lire with low inscription
not complete 1153Ab

100 Lire in its 750 Lire in different shade
normal shade

1990 registered letter in rate
30 Lire with missed
low inscription
1150Aa

I Oddddd VIA

i
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N
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b
(@)
gy
(@)
G2
=
=

Morasnsnansananans

500 Lire
in different shades

650 Lire
in different shades

Black fluorescence on 50, 100, 500 and 750 Lire, on 500 and 50 Lire is visible also on the front of the stamp.




Chapter IX~- The evanescent colors

During their long life Castelli have always given many kind of varieties, some found analyzing tons of material others found in post offices,
Evanescent or incomplete prints are part of it and since we talk about colors then we cannot miss a review of these varieties.

60 Lire 70 Lire 70 Lire

5 Lire 30 Lire 50 Lire 50 Lire
evarescent print evanescence red and yellow castle undefined evanescent printing evanescent castle evanescent backgroud
1118Ab right low 1121Ac Evancescents 1123Al 1123Ah 1125Ab

50 Lire
missed turquoise down left

STEaa 2o o g

70 Lire 80 Lire 100 Lire 100 Lire T ' 508 e

evanescent backgroud evanescent bushes evanescent orange general evanescence op of the evanescent E it pirntin
on the left side 1126Aa 1128Ah p of th iiszfli?Ad vaneiclesr; Ai q

120 Lire
evenescence on the left Evanescent pirnting
NC

|

600 Lire 600 Lire

progressive evanescence on the castle, carry-over variety
evanescent turquoise evanescent gray on the
left

T e T

-f_ 3
¢ =
% X B
;' — .
§ 500 Lire 150 Lire
- evanescent backgroud evanescent toprinting
A 1139Ac 1130Ah
4 600 Lire
¢ missed green
; ( | 1141Ad
550 Lire 50 Lire
500 Lire 500 Lire vertical mint streep
‘ vertical mint stree, 600 Lire
evanescent green evanescent blu with evanescence bk dlﬂnI; c“g. Black evansscent down rignt

1139Ad on the tower top 11404l



Chapter IX - The evanescent colors

AAanANmsARasAAnanann gl

700 Lire 700 Lire 750 Lire 750 Lire 750 Lire 750 Lire 750 Lire
evanescent purple evanescent red evanescent green evanescent castle evanescent blue evanescent brown
1142Ad NC NC 1142Aab NC

650 Lire 650 Lire

evanescent yellow evanescent figure on the right copy
1142Aab
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750 Lire 800 Lire 850 Lire

evanescent castle on the right piece evanescent soil evanescent red left castle part evene-

ccdretcdecereccre

e ad e R

“meoddcouple” NC scent CroercrecEeECEEEt e
900 Lire
evanescent top of the castle
1144Ae
1000 Lire
evanescent blue on the rignt side
NC
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1993 letter, 750 Lire in rate, 350 Lire presenting the evanescent castle, NC

Postal card 1984 400 Lire in rate, 100 lire presenting evanescence on the left side,

evanescent blue

750 Lire
evanescent towers
NC

1000 Lire
evanescent castle
1145Am

PO R A e e

1000 Lre
evanescent orange and
green 1145An

GASTELLD
Calpbatsco. vasT u

1400 Lire
evanescent castle and
low right side

450 re-printed
general evanescence

B



Chapter IX - The evanescent colors
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1985 registered letter 1950 Lire in rate, the 500 Lire with evanescent castle. NC 1986 Letteri 550 in rate, the 550 with green evanescence on top creating a bicolor piece. Rare

UFFICIO COMMERCIALE
40123 Bologna
Via Collegio di Spagna, 5/2

e Ty

= STAMPATI
| /:)
[} SR,
AT/ %

In caso di mancato recapito si prega di
ritornare all’'Ufficio Postale di origine per
la restituzione al mittente impegnatosi a
corrispondere il diritto fisso.

i Trasferito [} Sconosciuto

B Indirizzo errato / Incompleta

] Non esiste la via D Respinto

ARESTINAZIONE

ave)

L Lo i i o] / ‘ . =i per ricevula
. ot del de, inatarf‘o |
FHOL URE R f ¢ stef | Ay ﬁi/c

1991 letter 1050 Lire in rate, 750 Lire with evanescent green.

1989 parcel post-card, all 1000 Lire pieces with evanescence on the castle,



Chapter X— Missed colors, excess colors

The lack of one or more colors has generated many peculiarities on which there were and still are doubts. Then there are some specimens shown here that have in addition to the lack of color/s also a strong displaced perforation,
I exposed them to allow you to see the example without the color and not for their perforation.
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50 Lire

30 Lire 40 Lire missed yellow color
specular tower in the sky Blue on the whole castle missed yeliow color 1{23;\3
NC NC NC
30 Lire
cobalt color
1121Ai
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50 Lire

missed red color
1123An

Srepres o s e R e e e

-
(3
(3
o
e
3
3
©
v
G
¢
€
"
®
e
e
3
¢
w

50 Lire 50 Lire
double blue print missed yellow color big spot of blue
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70 Lire 70 Lire 100 Lire 100 Lire \ ey 200 Lire 200 Lire
missed red missed red on the right excessive red black and blue only | 150 Lire missed blue big red spot

NC bicolor stamp NC 1128Am 1128Ai | mIssedNrgagenta 1133Ad

150 Lire
missed ochre right plece at right
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350 Lire 350 Lire
re missed blue missed red on top
gray only . of the bush

e

350 Lire
Missed red on the top of
the castle, at left

350 Lire
missed blue on the right
slde In the centre

missed grean down rignt on all coples NC




400 Lire
missed blue
on the left NC

missed yellow and green
Rare

500 Lire
missed brown up right

missed brown top left
NC

missed bleeup left

CASTELLO
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¥ CASTELLD
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CASTELLE .
DELLIMPERATORE - FRATO 41

CAST
DELLME

400 Lire

400 Lire
missed color between
the fence and the castle

Ll e e T

missed red
1138Ag

TIPS ROMA

missed colors
on L of ITALIA NC

450 Lire
only slate printed
1138Af

500 Lire

blue center + missed ol el s iag
brown on left side 550 Lire

missed red

550 Lire 550 Lire
d
missed red on the left part of the missed re
stamp

Chapter X - Missed colors, excess colors

450 Lire
only slate
1138AfF

missed red

550 Lire
missed red
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500 Lire 500 Lire
missed brown on 500 missed brown on top
1139Ag of the tower

500 Lire
missed colors
In a vertical line
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Chapter X - Missed colors, excess colors
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¢ 650 Lire 650 Lire
A it sl S s g RSr tiny spot of green In the big green spot
3 600 Lire 600 Lire 600 Lire sky, carry over varlety
el missed slate colors on the top big turquoise missed turquoise missed slate called "parachute
e 1141Ai center spot on the clouds top center

600 Lire
sheet margin with a curious printing, the name of red (ROSSO)
color when for this plece red was never used. Rarity

missed turquoise
1141Ad

650 Lire
missed yellow
1141A Ab

750 Lire 750 Lire 750 Lire

3 L O . 700 Lire I " 70 Ure e 700 Lire missed blue missed blue missed green NC
purp::g?) rli-:;:eonly ey fed issd fadl mISTSgg lf:{l?pie missed purple missed purple 1142A Ab and biue green NC at the feet of the castle
1142Ae NC vertical line top left on L of ITALIA
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750 Lire 750 Lire 750 Lire
big green line drag spots dark green instead | turquoise instead of blue missed brown missed brown and missed brown and missed brown on top missed brown missed brown &
of blue 750 Lire on top on low castle part green on low too much green of backgroud top right middle right
Rarity blue covering the green
Rarity
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missed blue
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1000 Lire

1000 Lire

missed orange missed blue generate
" 45Azb
ery rare 11 000 value Instead of 1000
1145Ac

1400 Lir
missed brown
down on the castle

1000 Lire

900 Lire
missed color between
the wall and the castle

NC

1000 Lire
missed black on the top
of the tower NC

excess of black on the whole stamp NC

Second issue rotogravure re-printing

350 Lire 450 Llre
red and yellow only slate and yellow only
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450 Lire
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Chapter X - Missed colors, excess colors
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figure, lost two zeros
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1000 Lire
missed blue generate 100
Instead of 1000 1145Aa
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1000 Lire

missed blue
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missed colors missed blue down left
top right ITAA NC
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Postal card with heavy green on 40 Lire NC



CARTOLINA POSTALE
MITTENTE ... .G.'!At{ﬂ.\ - 2 PATRI%U“[ R

CAP. LOCALITA

SIGLA PROV.

_Guio[e,cq cips .
Monda,dgai |
Caselly R3ale 10694

C.AP.

MILAND M

Postal card with heavy red on 60 Lire 1124Ab

CARTOLINA POSTALE

LOCALITA SIGLA PROV

SPAZIO UTILIZZABILE

GDI\(CGQSO A Qﬁ"'zg“l:l{t
oA Cucnin Honbarsor)
Coacolih Paswile A0G8G

Wlaalns | |

A G L

Postal card, 200 Lire with missed brown top right NC

e

*
Q0O
AN\

CONI

Chapter X - Missed colors, excess colors

Ordine dei Ingegneri della Provincia di Polenza
VIA IV NOVEMBRE, 46 - TEL. N. 23082

CAsTELLG

ESTENsE:

Dr., Ing. RIVIELLD Eugenie
Corso 18 Agosto 103

85100 POTENZA

Printed matter letter with 120 Lire presenting red on the gray backgroud 1129Aa o

UNIONE BOCCIOFILA ITALIANA
SEZIONE RAFFA

COMITATO REGIONALE VENETO
30175 MARGHERA (Venezia)
Via dell’Elettricita, 8/A - Tel. 041/5057510

\
Spett.le COMITATO PROVINCIAL}% l
CONI - UBI sez. RAFFA‘

Casella Post.PT 579 ‘
30170 MESTRE (V&)

1988 Letter, 650 Lire in rate. Piece of 200 Lire without the red color, a very rare plece
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Letter with unique plece of 400 Lire presenting uncomplete castle printing,
due to a little “ball” of glue. Never seen something like that before, Very rare plece

Chapter X - Missed colors, excess colors
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1996 letter 750 Lire In rate, 450 Lire only slate printed. 1138Af



Chapter X - Missed colors, excess colors
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1986 registered letter 2550 in rate, all the 500 Lire pleces with the top of the castle invisible, very rare.

1996 registered letter, 4150 Lire In rate couple of 500 Lire with missed brown right up. NC



Chapter X - Missed colors, excess colors
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Casell i

1982 insured letter 1650 Lire In rate, 500 Lire bock with missed brown on the left side, NC

1986 letter 550 Lire on Its own, In rate. Specimen without the red color, on the i- NC
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Chapter X - Missed colors, excess colors
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1997 letter 1850 in rate, the 1000 Lire without the number 1 becomes zero worth, very rare.
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1982 express letter 1150 Lire In rate, Specimen without the blue color upper right, NC

1987 reglstered letter 2600 on Its own, In rate. Slwlthth Ior ITALIA word. Vervrare




Chapter XI - Fake and manipulated colors

As always been in philately since his early days, counterfeiters and dodgers always tried to defraud collectors with intervention, copies or modifications to the nature of the stamp. Some specimens defined in the past as "print start”
results, are shown here as they do not respond correctly to the light of wood and infrared, revealing when present, evident spots of "pouring" especially the glue on the back, highlighting the tampering with various acids.
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Fake working proofs, under the Wood light it's possible to see acid effects.

Fake double printed pieces, you can notice
the printing of the perforation shadow.
Scanners take it all!
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Paper artificially colored, even unintentionally
2000 registered letter, 5000 Lire In rate, the 850 Lire misses the red color, it was artificially removed.



Chapter XIII- Misplaced colors

When printing is carried out in several steps, colors may shift. The characteristic is defined as "out of register colors".

1119Aa 1120Aa

Castelli’ specimens found with the maximun shifted color known.
Colors may have shifted in various directions, notice on 10 Lire pieces the number 10 is big and tiny, nice effect created by shifted color.
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1987 postal card 500 Lire in rate, the 100 Lire couple low with misplaced orange. NC

v
v
.
r

v
r
r
e
i
v
r
¢
r
4

Ly
{
o
o
[}
¢
e
.
{4
€
L4
£
3
4
c
¢
r
«
#
L4
e ¢
LJ
«
L4
L
‘
«
€
‘
<
L
<
¢
¢
¢
Lt
¢
L4
«
(4
«
«
v
L3
L4

A
¢
v
i
v
v
L
r
¢
f
¢
3
’
L3




Chapter XII - Misplaced colors

CASTELLO
EERIE LA Bhrion

1138Ac

Notice on 650 Lire pieces the number 650 is big and tiny,
nice effect created by shifted color.

[GCUAND 43

IXE> lRecalz
(NOVARA)

1996 letter 750 Lire
in rate.

Misplaced red

on 450 Lire.

Missed green and
yellow also NC

1142Ab 1143A Aa 1143A Aa
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Chapter XII - Misplaced colors
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1000 Lire is the only one with so many kind of shiftment, too many to be true




